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Shedding light on
Pictures: DENISE BRADLEY

The first entries for
this year’s
EDP/Bayer
CropScience
(Norwich) Young
Poets of the Year
competition have
been submitted.
With nearly seven
weeks until the
deadline there is
still plenty of time
for other schools to
get writing. To
encourage them,
sponsors Bayer
joined forces with a
pioneering initiative
that links science
with creative writing
and art to stage a
special workshop
for one Breckland
school. SIMON
PROCTOR reports.

CONCENTRATION:
Naomi Jackson, 11, and
Oliver Rose Eyre, 10, work
with Anne Osbourn, of the
SAW Trust.

t’s 11am at Great Hockham
Primary School and a group of
year two and year three children
are bent over desks, mixing
bowls of cornflakes with warm
water and stirring the mush with
magnets. Eventually, the improbable
promise of visiting scientist Jenni
Rant, from the John Innes Centre,
comes true. Dark-coloured flecks
begin to stick to the magnets – iron.
All talk of the vitamin and mineral
properties to be found in food is
suddenly real, right there in front of
the youngsters as they peer through
magnifying glasses and squeal in
delight.
In a neighbouring classroom, retired
teacher Jill Pirrie is looking to glean
nuggets of a different kind as pupils
from years four, five and six search for
poetic inspiration in a blown-up photo
of the earth seen from a satellite.
She reads a poem contrasting what
the satellite sees – the cold, clinical
images of distant observation – with
the emotional responses of the earthbound poet who has the resources of
his five senses to call upon.
The children then close their eyes
and are encouraged to come up with
images of their own, with Jill
encouraging precise, finely-honed
moments which a satellite couldn’t
experience.
Hands begin to sprout as the
children offer up their mental pictures
– “a smoke alarm going off when toast
burns”; “a grass stain on a white
T-shirt…”
Some provoke a murmur of sudden
recognition – “the taste of the dentist’s
glove in your mouth” – and Jill seizes
on it: “That’s what a poet is after.”
She tells the class: “A poet observes
and then makes pictures of what he or
she sees and these pictures need to be
startling, surprising.”
The children of Great Hockham,
between Thetford and Watton, have
been enjoying a day-long workshop
linking science – the day’s theme is
magnetism – with poetry.
Scientist Jenni, retired teacher Jill
and published poets Helen Ivory and
Martin Figura have been brought to
the school under the umbrella of the
pioneering SAW (Science, Art and
Writing) project which is the
brainchild of Norwich-based plant
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ABOVE:
Jill Pirrie at Great
Hockham Primary School.
LEFT: Poets Helen Ivory
and Martin Figura.
BELOW: Scientist Jenni
Rant does a magnetism
experiment with, from left,
Ashley Oliver, Edward
Proctor, Lauren Savage
and Megan Talbot, all
aged seven.

LIGHT WORK: The Northern Lights
biologist Anne Osbourn.
Using scientific images to inspire
youngsters’ art and writing, it is a
cross-curricular initiative which also
aims to encourage a greater
exploration and understanding of
science.
The Great Hockham workshop has
been
specially
arranged
and
sponsored by Bayer CropScience
(Norwich) as part of its support for,
and promotion of, the EDP/Bayer
Young Poets of the Year competition
(see separate panel).
Anne is one of the first stage judges
of the competition, which this year is
on the theme of Colour.
Growing up in a house full of books
on literature and art – her father was
an authority on the Victorian writer
and critic Walter Pater – the
constraints of her school’s curriculum
forced Anne to make a choice and she
became a scientist.
The love of writing never left her,
however, and the SAW project was
made possible when she was awarded
a fellowship by the National
Endowment for Science, Technology
and the Arts and spent a year out at
UEA’s School of Literature and
Creative Writing.
This led to a SAW pilot project at
Rockland St Mary Primary School and
Framingham Earl High School.
Anne was so taken with the results
that she set up SAW Press to publish a
collection of the children’s artwork
and poetry, called See Saw.
The SAW Trust was set up to roll the
initiative out across the UK and

elsewhere – it has run projects with
educationalists in the USA – and it
became a registered charitable
organisation in March.
Its profile will be raised further via
two SAW events being staged during
the British Association for the
Advancement of Science Festival
which is being held in Norwich in
September.
Speaking during the Hockham
workshop, she said: “The younger
children, years two and three, were
working with magnetism and doing
experimental work and getting excited
about finding iron in cornflakes and
breakfast cereals. I think that’s really
primed them to go on and do the
poetry about magnetism.
“The poetry that they’ve been doing
is really exciting, great ideas from
very small children, so they are
inspired and excited about the science
as well as the poetry and it’s been very
creative.”
Meanwhile, working with older
children, Jill Pirrie has been using a
number of writing exercises to inspire
their own poetry, expertly relaxing
the reins to encourage them to think
more freely.
Photos of the northern lights,
migrating geese and the force field of
bar magnet have been delighting the
children, along with a number of
intriguing ‘riddle’ poems.
One such describes its subject as a
“tiny roar” on the “tip of a stick” (a
match) while another evokes scabs as
“crinkled as wee cowpats.”
If any of the children can come up

with an image as vivid as that, Jill will
be “thrilled” she tells them.
Jill,
a
softly-spoken
poetry
evangelist,
has
won
national
recognition for her poetry work with
school children.
So much so that, in 1993, a collection
of her award-winning pupils’ work,
Apple Fire: The Halesworth Middle
School Anthology, was published by
leading poetry publisher Bloodaxe
Books.
The late Poet Laureate Ted Hughes
was so impressed with the results of
her teaching that he agreed to write a
foreword for her book, On Common
Ground, A Programme for Teaching
Poetry.
Of the Hockham children’s work, Jill
says: “They have an impressive kind
of focus on the work and they were
very receptive and open to new ideas.
As always with young people I never
cease to be startled at the freshness of
the imagery.
“They are very much at that age
when they’re confident enough to be
able to write and have a certain
control of language but still retain that
freshness of early childhood and that’s
very much been a feature of the work
of today, I think.”
While the older children have been
working with Jill, the younger class
have been sorting metals and
exploring the properties of magnetism
with PhD student Jenni.
Helen Ivory and Martin Figuera,
members of the Norwich-based Café
Writers group, go on on to help them
write their own poems – imagining
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poetry of science
COMPETITION
The first entries have been
received for this year’s EDP
and Bayer CropScience
(Norwich) schools poetry
competition.
Millfield Primary, in North
Walsham, has submitted 26
entries, while Dell Primary, in
Oulton Broad, has sent 38.
The competition, which has
Colour as its theme, was
launched two months ago by
Norwich City legend Bryan
Gunn who is a final stage
judge for the competition
along with artist wife Susan.
The competition is now in its
second year and is open to
pupils in two age categories:
8 to 9-year-olds and 10 to
11-year-olds in the EDP’s
circulation area.
Last year nearly 700 children
entered.
Prizes include £100 for each
winner, plus a day at Norwich
City FC, with £500 for each
winning school. The winning
schools will also have the
chance for a group of pupils to
spend the day at Norwich City
FC Study Centre.
Winning poems will be
published in the EDP.
All poems must be entered by
the schools, which have been
sent entry forms.
The closing date is July 14. As
well as the cash prizes, Bayer
CropScience will donate
£1,000 to the Bryan Gunn
Appeal.
ᔡ Contact Paulene Guise,
phone 01603 242311
paulene.guise@bayercrop
science.com
above Alaska. A photo similar to this inspired young poets at Great Hockham Primary, two of whose work is printed below.

Northern Lights

They shimmer in the night sky.
Luminous thread of light.
Red and green ripples in the night
lighting up land for miles.
Drawing you into its beauty and passion.
It cannot give birth but spreads day by day, night by night.
After light it will give flight....
And people gather to watch the light flicker,
flicker and flicker.

These are Northern Lights
They’re swift, mysterious creatures,
each is nocturnal prey,
They live in woodland wonderland,
dismissed by day,
Each tail graces the ground;
They fly with its distinctive wings.
Then it lays eggs and dies;
It hatches and reappears,
Then it camouflages and drifts away.
Please leave the natural world alone.

By Ashley Evans, aged nine,
Great Hockham Primary

themselves as a magnet – concluding
with a group piece, on the theme of
fire and water, on a flip chart.
Helen says: “I think that the mind of
the scientist and the mind of the poet
have similar traits.
“They look at things freshly and
openly, in order to make discoveries.
While a scientist may study the
reactions inside a test tube, the poet
watches the bubble and jostle of words
on the page.
“Bringing science and writing
together in the classroom seems the
most natural thing to do.
“The children we worked with on
this project were lively and alert to
the flights of fancy that both scientist

By Jason Chasney, aged 11,
Great Hockham Primary
and poet must make.”
Great Hockham headteacher Doug
Hartley agrees: “The idea of linking
arts and sciences fitted excellently
into our creative approach to
learning.
“We redesigned our curriculum last
year to promote exactly this kind of
imaginative teaching, where art,
poetry and drama are used to engage
children in a topic and foster greater
understanding.
“All the children greatly enjoyed the
poetry and science day and were
inspired by both poets and scientists
to produce wonderful work.
“Their
concentration
was
impressive and they showed a

sophisticated ability to use devices
such as metaphor and personification
in their own writing. A super day was
had by all.”
Bayer CropScience site manager
Dave Jones said the company was
delighted to link up with the SAW
Trust for the special workshop. “We,
along with the EDP, hope it will
inspire other schools to get writing
and enter the Young Poets of the Year
competition.”

LINKS
Websites:
www.sawtrust.org
www.bayercropscience.co.uk/poetry

Felbrigg
Th e

Craft Show

The Northern Lights

2 0 0 6
Admission
Adults £3.00, OAP’s and National
Trust Members £2.50,
Children Under 14 £1.00,
Car Parking Free.
T: 01263 734711 F: 01263 735134
e info@easternevents.com
w www.easternevents.com

Craft Show

Felbrigg Hall, near Cromer, Norfolk

Saturday 27th, Sunday 28th,
By kind
Monday 29th May,
permission of
The National
10am-5pm daily
Trust

Hand made crafts
& daily craft
demonstrations.
Live music daily.
A great family
day out.
Children’s
Entertainment
and Workshops.
Sunday only -

Agricultural Bygones.
Monday only-

Classic Car Rally.
(Sponsored by
Ludham Garage)

