Kevin Blogg, Norfolk County Council – Feb 2010
The schools chosen to take part in the SAW project in 2009 were selected on the basis of a previous interest shown in teaching and learning in science. This was either through attendance on courses in innovative science or in leading science teaching. This provided a spread of schools taking part across all five areas of the county, including one special school. The impact on children’s learning was threefold. Firstly, there was the inspiration of working directly with practicing scientists, writers and artists. As with any visitors, all schools commented on the positive response of the children to the visitors. What made the SAW projects stand out, however, was the quality of the input and interactions of the scientists, artists and writers with the children. Many schools commented on the concentration levels of the children, both in terms of intensity and length. This led directly to the second impact: all teachers commented on the quality of the writing and pictures produced by the children. Most schools commented on the quality of the poetry produced. In one school, in a year 5 group, the pupils’ initial reaction was that they could not write poetry and were surprised at the quality of their work. The final impact is on the children’s experience of science; the experiences and perceptions it provided of working science are irreplaceable. In a project involving DNA it led pupils to experience awe and wonder at their own uniqueness, and led to discussion and understanding around the moral implications of the use of human DNA. 
This year’s SAW project produced substantial effects for the twenty-five schools that took part. It would be of value to extend this to a wider range of schools, particularly our small rural schools where aspiration and experience are often limited. Many of these schools already have experience of working collaboratively, so I would suggest that the next phase of the SAW project could focus on sending scientists, artists and writers to host schools, which would invite groups of pupils from neighbouring schools to take part in the project. The groups could be drawn from particular year groups, or from identified groups from within each school: for example, gifted and talented, or groups that are identified as underperforming in writing. SAW projects could also be offered to all our larger urban schools: since SAW projects are most effective with groups of less than thirty children, this would also involve these schools in selecting participants according to a predetermined criterion.
There has been considerable benefit to schools participating in this year’s SAW project: it would be very good to be able to extend this to more Norfolk Schools. Most schools commented on the benefits of the cross-curricular nature of the SAW project. As we move toward the revised Primary Curriculum, the SAW project provides a model of how apparently disparate elements of the curriculum can be combined to great effect.
