Enjoy your lunch listening to celebrated authors reading extracts from their latest works
All readings will take place from 12.00 – 13.00 in 
Arts 2.01. No need to book, just turn up and enjoy!
Monday 4th September

Richard Mabey will be reading from Nature Cure. 

The author of the monumental Flora Britannica, Mabey became depressed and disconnected from nature. According to the Times ‘this account of how he broke free of depression, reshaped his life and reconnected with the wild becomes nothing short of a manifesto for living.’
Richard Mabey, described by the Times as "Britain's foremost nature writer", is a writer by passion and a philosopher by training, but is glad to have done serious science at school. His memoir of his move to Norfolk, Nature Cure, was recently shortlisted for 3 major literary awards: Whitbread Biography, Ondaatje, and JR Ackerley prize for autobiography
Helen Ivory reading from her recent Bloodaxe collection The dog in the sky
Helen Ivory was born in Luton in 1969 and now lives in Norwich. She has worked in shops, behind bars, on building sites and with several thousand free-range hens.  She has studied painting and photography and has a Degree in Cultural Studies from Norwich School of Art. In 1999, she won an Eric Gregory Award.

Her first collection The Double Life of Clocks - was published by Bloodaxe in 2002.  She was given an Arts Council Writer’s Award in 2005 and is now Academic Director and teacher of Creative Writing for Continuing Education at the University of East Anglia.  Her second collection The Dog in the Sky, also from Bloodaxe, was published in March.

Tuesday 5th September
Mark Cocker will read from Birders, an insider's humorous glance at the weird and wonderful world of birdwatching and birdwatchers.
Mark Cocker is one of Britain's foremost writers on nature and contributes regularly to the Guardian and the Times Literary Supplement, as well as BBC 

Radio Four. All of his seven books, including the universally acclaimed 

Birds Britannica, deal with modern responses to wilderness. Loneliness and Time (1992) was an exploration of British travel writing in the twentieth century, while River of Blood, Rivers of Gold, examined the European treatment of tribal peoples. His biography Richard Meinertzhagen was shortlisted for the Angel Award. He has travelled the world in search of wildlife and recently won a Winston Churchill Travel Fellowship to study the cultural importance of birds in West Africa. He lives in the Norfolk countryside with his wife Mary Muir and their two daughters.

The Poet Laureate Andrew Motion described Mark Cocker's most recent work, a cultural history of our relationship with birds, as 'The book that made me feel I'd been waiting for it all my life ... the magnificently produced and completely enthralling Birds Britannica.'

Wednesday 6th September
Anne Osbourn, reading from her as yet unpublished anthology Looking up
Anne Osbourn is Head of the Department of Metabolic Biology at the John Innes Centre, Norwich.  In 2004 Anne was awarded a NESTA Dream Time Fellowship and spent a year on sabbatical in the School of Literature and Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia, where she explored ways in which scientific awareness can more fully invest the lives and language of others through creative writing.  Anne has completed her own personal writing project (a hybridization of poetry collection, science journal, and images) which she hopes to publish soon.  She has also conceived and developed the Science, Art and Writing (SAW) project, a creative initiative that encourage people of all ages and groupings to discover and explore science, and has published See Saw (an anthology of children’s poetry and artwork around science; ISBN 0-9550180-0-5).  Anne currently receives funding for her creative work from the Branco Weiss Society in Science Foundation.

Heidi Williamson, reading her own poetry.
Born in Norfolk in 1971, Heidi lived in Stirling, Brussels and Salisbury before returning to Norwich in 2001. She has had poetry displayed in Waterstone's in Salisbury as part of the festival, and poems in The Rialto, Smiths Knoll, Smoke, The Interpreter’s House, The Affectionate Punch, Obsessed with Pipework, Iota, and forthcoming in Fire. She was joint winner of Café Writers/ Pizza Express poetry competition 2003.

Thursday 7th September
Nick Harberd reading from Seed to seed: the secret life of plants
A brilliant evocation of the beauty of the natural world and an exhilarating explanation of its secret genetic workings.
‘Natural History in its purest form. A botanical masterpiece in miniature’ David Bellamy

Nicholas Harberd is one of the world’s leading plant biologists. He directs a research team at the John Innes Centre (Europe's premier plant and microbial science research institute) and is Honorary Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at the University of East Anglia, Norwich. He is the author of numerous scientific papers, and has published in the leading international scientific journals Nature and Science.
Sarah Passingham reading from her as yet unfinished memoir, provisionally entitled The inconsequence of walking
Sarah Passingham has published four books of non-fiction, has had short stories published by The London Magazine and broadcast by the BBC, and won the Julia Fitzgerald Award for short fiction 1995. In 2002, her libretto for the oratorio Julian - Mystical Revelations was recorded and released on CD and premiered in Norwich Cathedral, 2005. She is currently working on fiction, prose poetry and a memoir about her childhood with a very personal take on the fall-out of the polio epidemic of 1952 and is grateful to the Arts Council England for grant-aiding this project. Sarah is a trustee of the SAW Trust, an organisation dedicated to the interdisciplinary approach to Science, Art and Writing.

Friday 8th September 
Children from Rockland St Mary Primary School reading from the children’s anthology See-Saw.
